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FEDERAL COUNCIL OPPOSES 
CONSCRIPTION 


The executive committee of the Federal Council of 
Churches on November 18, 1947 released a statement re- 
affirming the Council’s vigorous opposition to universal mili- 
tary training. Admitting that the action does not necessarily 
represent the unanimous judgment of its constituent bodies, 
the executive committee calls attention to the fact that ten 
communions have taken action opposing conscription and 
none have acted favoring it. 


The statement declares that despite differences of opin- 
ion and despite recognition of the need of adequate national 
defense, “any effort to establish now a system of compulsory 
universal military training will meet with widespread op- 
position both within our churches and among a majority of 
the members of the Federal Council’s executive committee 
for religious and moral reasons and on deep-seated grounds 
of Americanism. ... We believe . . . that the fear of war 
can best be allayed and the risk of war can best be dimin- 
ished by accelerating the economic and social recovery of 
Europe and Asia. . We believe that substantial and 
adequate aid to Asia is a necessary corollary to aid to 
Europe. We are convinced, therefore, that the European 
Recovery Program and the implementing of a like program 
for Asia constitute a priority in American foreign affairs. 
The resources and energies of our nation should not now 
be diverted from this primary task of reconstruction.” 

___-The Federal Council further expresses its opposition to 

“the government assuming responsibility for indoctrination 
and discipline in matters of citizenship since’ it has been 
the genius of our democracy to rely upon the home, the 
church and the school for such training. There are grave 
‘doubts with regard to the moral consequences of taking 
immature youths from their normal relationships in family, 
church and community and putting them into an abnormal 
community.” 

The churches opposing UMT, says the Federal Council, 
“deplore the determination of this issue as a gesture of 
“military power in the midst of the present tensions in in- 
ternational relations. It is believed that to depart from the 


‘traditional American policy by inaugurating at this time a, 


system of compulsory military training would contribute to 
the further deterioration of the present situation.” 

As an alternative to conscription the committee urges 
renewed effort on the part of the United States to secure 
a comprehensive system of disarmament. Calling attention 
“to the fact that little, if any, progress has been made in 
implementing the provisions of the General Assembly’s 
‘resolution on Principles Governing the General Regulation 
and Reduction of Armaments, the executive committee de- 
clares, “We wish to foster no illusions regarding the early 
‘likelihood of accomplishing the ends embodied in this resolu- 
tion. We believe, however, that if our nation were now to 
‘reverse the military policy to which, in peace time, it has 
‘adhered from the days of its foundation, in favor of a 
system of compulsory military training, the effect would be 
‘to further jeopardize the possibility of regulating and re- 
ducing armaments by international agreement. 
All citizens, of whatever faith or political persuasion 
who agree with this point of view should at once write to 
‘their two Senators and their Representatives in Congress 
expressing their convictions. 


py 


RELIGIOUS EDITORS REPORT 
ON YUGOSLAVIA 


James A. Crain 


The Department cf Social Welfare has mailed to pas- 
tors, executives and field staffs of brotherhood agencies 
copies of the official report of the delegation of Protestant 
religious editors and churchmen which visited Yugoslavia 
last summer. It will be recalled that Dr. George W. 
Buckner, Jr., editor of World Call, was a member of this 
delegation. 

IS RELIGION SUPPRESSED IN YUGOSLAVIA? 

The purpose of the visit of these Protestant leaders was . 
to determine whether, as Roman Catholic sources in the 
United States have insisted, the Yugoslav government has 
suppressed religion, closed churches, imprisoned priests, and 
has been guilty of many priestly deaths. They were par- 
ticularly concerned about charges that Dr. Aloysius Stepinac, 
archbishop of Zagreb, is unjustly imprisoned, that he is 
being starved and brutally treated: It was made clear that 
they had no concern with the political character of the 
Yugoslav government, that their sole concern was with what 
is happening to religion in that country. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Social Action News-Letter has gone as long as it 
can at the low price at which it has been published 
for years. It is now actually costing more to print 
and mail than the subscription price. Nor can we 
longer offer it in combination with Social Action 
Magazine, which has now raised its subscription price 
to $1.50 per year. 

The subscription price to Social Action News- 
Letter will henceforth be $1.00 per year. However, 
we will be able to offer subscribers a monthly United 
Nations Newsletter in combination at that price. This 
is possible only because we can subscribe to the latter 
publication at wholesale rates for mailing from this 
office. 

Send in your subscription at once at the new rate 
and get the United Nations Newsletter. Renewals 
will be given credit for unexpired portions of the 
subscription. 


WHAT THEY FOUND 

The carefully compiled report (it was circulated among 
all members of the group and re-written in the light of 
suggestions made) makes it clear that churches of all faiths 
—Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, Jewish, and 
Moslem—are not only open and functioning, but that the 
people attend them freely and regularly. Members of the 
delegation talked with representatives of all these faiths 
and were assured that there was no interference with their 
religious activities so long as they did not interfere in poh- 
tical affairs. In view of the role which the Roman Catholic 
Church has played in Balkan politics throughout the cen- 
turies this provision is understandable. The group requested 
an opportunity to visit Archbishop Stepinac in his prison. 
While the request was unexpected, no objection was made 
by governmental authorities, though the archbishop him- 
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U.N. ESTABLISHES “UNITED 


NATIONS DAY” 

The General Assembly on October 31, 1947, by unani- 
mous vote established October 24, the anniversary of com- 
ing into force of the United Nations as an organization, as 
“United Nations Day,” to be devoted “to making known 
to the peoples of the world the aims and achievements of 
the United Nations and to gaining their support for the 
work of the United Nations.” The action of the General 
Assembly included an invitation to member governments 
to cooperate in making the observance effective. 

This action on the part of the General Assembly was 
anticipated in spirit and purpose by an action of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, taken March 
5-7, 1946 at a special meeting at Columbus, Ohio, which 
recommended that “the Sunday nearest October 24, the day 
when the United Nations Charter became the law of na- 
tions, be named World Order Day.” Commenting upon the 
action, Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, executive secretary of 
the Council’s department of International Justice and Good- 
will, said, “‘Hereafter the churches in their observance of 
World Order Day will find their efforts strengthened by 
the simultaneous observance of this day by various govern- 
ments and governmental agencies. Moreover, the designa- 
tion of October 24 as ‘United Nations Day’ would seem 
to open the way for a worldwide effort by the churches of 
many nations to engage in a cooperative undertaking in 
support of the United Nations under the auspices of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of 
the World Council of Churches and the International Mis- 
sionary Council.” 

In harmony with this action the Department of Social 
Welfare of The United Christian Missionary Society will 
henceforth sponsor October 24 as “United Nations Day and 
the Sunday nearest this date as “‘World Order Day.” 


MRS. ESTES’ LEAVE EXTENDED 

At the urgent request of the director of the Christian 
Rural Overseas Program (CROP) of Church World Serv- 
ice, Inc., the board of trustees of The United Christian 
Missionary Society has voted to extend the leave of Mrs. 
Ruth D. Estes, national director of the Church and Com- 
munity Service to a date not later than March 1, 1948, in 
order to permit her to continue the process of securing 
contributions of grain, cotton, wool, hides, and other com- 
modities from rural areas for overseas relief. 

When the CROP program was launched last September, 
Church World Service asked the Society to lend Mrs. Estes 
to get the program under way. It was then expected that 
she would return to her work with the Society on January 1, 
1948. Mrs. Estes was given the task of field organization 
and has had the responsibility of securing personnel in each 
state to promote the program. Since there was some delay 
in getting the task underway CROP feels that there is need 
for her services for a slightly longer period. Contributions 
of wheat, corn, oats, and other grains have been gratifying, 
but the approach to the cotton and wool growing areas has 
been delayed. 
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WASHINGTON ROUND-UP 
Robert A. Fangmeier 

§ Present tabulations indicates that 157 members of the 
House favor Universal Military Training, 132 oppose tte 
and 146 are noncommital or undecided. In the Senate, a 
Republican spokesman guessed that 51 Republicans would 
vote for, and about 30 against, UMT. The Administration, 
which is strongly supporting the proposition, can count on 
a sufficient number of Democratic votes to make victory 
certain if the Senate comes to a straight-out vote on UMT. 
But if amendments, such as an anti-Jim Crow provision, 
are added the Administration majority may vanish. South- 
ern Democrats would vote the measure down. 


§ The American Legion is throwing the full weight of its 
12,000 posts and its 3,327,000 members into the UMT fight. 
An elaborate and expensive propaganda campaign which 
began on Armistice Day will culminate with a “UMT Week” 
January 6-12. The President and the Governors of many. 
states will issue proclamations. Mass meetings will be held; 
letters, telegrams and personal visits will demand immediate 
action by Congress. 


§ A National Readiness Plan, an industrial and military 
mobilization program without universal military training, 
may be introduced as a substitute for conscription. This 
would include training courses already being held in fac- 
tories by the Industrial College of the Armed Forces. The 
plan would also provide for maintaining Selective Service 
records for purposes of surveying man-power, disaster unit 
home defense training, plans for industrial mobilization, and 
the strengthening of Organized Reserves and the National 
Guard. 


§ UMT will cost between 3 and 5 billion dollars per year, 

according to Hanson W. Baldwin, military analyst of the 

New York Times. This fact leads many observers to be- 

lieve that it is more likely to be defeated if it comes to a> 
vote after the War Department budget is considered late 

in the session. Opponents of UMT say that dollars for 

conscription will be dollars subtracted from European aid 

and that the country must decide which is more likely to 

contribute to peace. Sponsors of UMT place the cost at 

$1,750,000,000 annually, but ignore the fact that these fig- 

ures cover only the cost of the six months the conscripts will 

be in field training and do not include the cost of the — 
required training for the remaining six months, which would 
bring the total to the Baldwin estimate. 


§ Strategy of the opposition to UMT is as follows: 1. Urge — 
passage of the bill for international abolition of conscription 
sponsored by Representative Gerald Landis, of Indiana. 2. 
Support the European aid program in opposition to UMT. 
3. The National Readiness Plan (see above), is being pushed 
as a substitute for UMT by Congressmen who do not want 
to vote on UMT, and by anti-conscription veterans’ groups. 


§ The European Relief Program (ERP) will reach Con- 
gress in two sections: the interim aid program for France, 
Italy and Austria to enable these countries to weather the 
next few months, and the long range program estimated to 
cost $16 billion over a four or five year period. There is 
little doubt but that the emergency aid will be granted, but 
the long range program faces a fight. If approved, the 
appropriation will not be made in one sum, but will be 
provided from year to year. 


§ President Truman’s demand for inflation controls puts 

European relief in the center of the political arena. The 

Republicans claim that high prices are caused by excessive 

exports and that only a “reasonable” amount of relief should 

go to Europe. What is “reasonable” will be defined by 

Congressional orators during the next month; also what 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


Prorits Stitt Soar. An AP dispatch from Washington 
_ dated October 19 reported that cash dividends paid by cor- 
porations for the third quarter of 1947 totaled $1,183,600,- 
000, 17 percent above the same quarter last year. Corpora- 
tion profits, after taxes, in 1946 were the largest in U.S. 
history. Publicly reported dividends account for only about 
_ 60 percent of the dividends actually paid, says the report, 
which was released by the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
September dividends alone amounted to $559,300,000, 20 
percent above September 1946, 
* ok x 

Wuo Pays? After reading the above paragraph you 
may be interested in some figures showing where these 
inflated dividends come from. The following figures from 
_ the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, 
_ show the percentage of increase in various foods from June 
_ 1946 to June 1947. Sugar, per pound, 32.9 percent; toma- 
_ toes, (#2 cans) 59.2 percent; navy beans, per pound, 68 
_ percent; oleomargarine—the poor man’s butter 
cent; coffee, 47.6 percent; flour, (5 Ib. packages) 52 per- 
cent; pork chops, per pound, 98.9 percent; sliced bacon, per 
pound, 78.2 percent; round steak, per pound, 91.8 percent; 
butter, 25.6 percent; potatoes (15 Ib. sacks) 20.3 percent. 
You might clip this item and mail it to your Congressman 
- who voted for removal of price controls. 
a 


INveEsTIGATE ‘BeccinG’ Letters. Declaring that many 
“begging” letters are now reaching individuals in this coun- 
try from Europe, Church World Service, Inc., early in 
November issued a statement urging that such letters be 
_ turned over to one of.the regular relief agencies for in- 
_ vestigation. In some cases the individual may not be as 
_ needy as others or may be seeking materials for black market 
operations. In one case Church World Service had referred 
to it thirteen letters from the same individual, says Dr. 
_ Robbins W. Barstow, executive associate. Such letters are 
investigated and if the writers are found worthy and not 
otherwise supplied their needs will be met. Disciples of 
Christ can avoid such situations by sending their contribu- 
- tions through Unified Promotion as part of their Week of 
_ Compassion offering. 


* * * 


Wuo Controis Our Universities? Hubert Park Beck 
~ (Men Who Control Our Universities, King’s Crown Press, 
- $3) has collected data covering occupation and income of 
the 734 members of the boards of the 30 universities which 
in 1935 made up the roll of the exclusive Association of 
_ American Universities. Proprietors, managers, and officials 
(12.5 percent of the working population in 1930) consti- 
tuted 47.4 percent of the boards. Lawyers and judges 
(0.21 percent of the population) made up 26.2 percent of 
_ the boards. Farm owners and managers constituted 1 per- 
cent, in each case because a state law required farmer 
_ representation on the boards of state schools. Ministers (.19 
percent of the employed population) made up 9.2 percent 
_ of the boards of private schools and 1.2 of the public insti- 
tutions. Of 207 members reporting their net taxable income 
the figure was $102,000 for the year 1924. The private 
- schools showed 525 board members over 66, while 20 percent 
were 70 or over. Only 17 percent were under 50, and 2 per- 
cent under 40. The average for State universities was some- 
_ what younger. Of the 30 institutions studied, 16 were pri- 
vate schools (Yale, Harvard, Princeton, etc.,) and 14 were 
State universities. In private institutions tenure is likely to 
be for life. In these institutions 307 of 493 board members 
were elected by the boards themselves, while 55 were ex- 
- officio members as officers: of their respective schools. The 
alumni elect 106 members of the boards of private institu- 
- tions, but these are usually the more prosperous graduates 
_ who return to annual reunions and support alumni clubs. 
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STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 
SHARPENED 


Walter W. Sikes 

The last week of October brought together in strange 
but significant juxtaposition four events involving acutely 
the issue of civil rights: 

On October 31 the State Department held a conference 
with representatives of some 100 non-governmental organ- 
izations to seek guidance in framing the working of papers 
of the United States for a conference of the commission of 
the United Nations to draft an International Bill of Rights. 
This crucial sector in the battle for freedom of all peoples 
has been nobly defended by United States delegates to the 
UN and by the State Department. 

On the same day Mr. Robert A. Lovett, Under-Secre- 
tary of State, replied to a letter which had previously been 
addressed to the Secretary of State by the law firm of 
Thurman Arnold, Abe Fortas, and Paul A. Porter, acting 
as counsel for seven dismissed employees of the State De- 
partment who had been fired in keeping with Executive 
Order 9835, the so-called “loyalty purge” edict of March 12, 
1947, and by the authority of the Appropriation Act of 
1947 which gives the Secretary of State “absolute discre- 
tion” in cases where “security” is thought to be involved. 
None of these seven had been informed of what the charges 
were, who had made them, or what evidence was offered, 
and all had been denied the privilege of resigning and had 
been denied the right to a hearing, either open or closed. 
(They had been allowed to make a statement for the record 
a record kept in the secret files of the F.B.I.) 

The counsel asked only that they be allowed to resign. 
Charging that these individuals have been convicted in “an 
ex-parte proceedings” the lawyers, one of whom is a former 
Assistant Attorney General, went on to state that “the pro- 
cedure followed with respect to these employees is unfair 
and un-American .. . is tragically analogous to the tactics 
employed in the police states.” Mr. Lovett in reply declined 
the request of counsel. 

October 29 the President’s fifteen-member Committee 
on Civil Rights, appointed December 5, 1946, released its 
report. The 178-page document, entitled To Secure These 
Rights, has been hailed by many as the most momentous 
official publication in decades. Beginning with the declara- 
tion that “The central theme in our American heritage is 
the importance of the individual person . . . that every hu- 
man being has an essential dignity and integrity,’ the Com- 
mittee examines the way in which this principle is being 
treated in our institutions and practices. 

The Committee finds “four basic rights-. . . essential to 
the well-being of the individual and to the progress of 
society”: (1) The right to safety and security of the per- 
son; (2) the right to full citizenship and an equal voice in 
government; (3) the right to freedom of expression and of 
conscience; and (4) the right to equality of opportunity. 
Some 85 pages of the report recite in detail the current 
and widespread—often callous—violation of these rights. 
“We have learned much that has shocked us,” the Commit- 
tee writes, “and much that has made us feel ashamed.” 
Some 40 pages of the report deal with the responsibility 
and powers of the national government to protect its citi- 
zens “against government” and “against private persons or 
groups” and the record of failure of the government to 
secure citizens against violations of their rights. 

The report concludes with a recommendation of a pro- 
gram of action, including reorganization of the Department 
of Justice to set up a ‘Division of Civil Rights with regional 
offices in all sections of the country, enactment of legisla- 
tion against lynching, involuntary labor, poll taxes as prere- 
quisite for voting, and segregation, and to guarantee full 
citizenship rights to all Americans. 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 

SHARPENED ©. ecco ee from E: 3 

The continued violations of civil rights constitutes, 1n 
the words of the report, “burdens om the common con- 
science” which “the United States can no longer counten- 
ance,’ a “heavy drain up its human wealth, its national 
competence” which we “can no longer afford,” and an 
obstacle in foreign relations: “The United States is not so 
strong, the final triumph of the democratic ideal is not so 
inevitable that we can afford to ignore what the world thinks 
of our record.” ; 

The fourth event was the probe by the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities into alleged Communist 
activities in Hollywood which was abruptly suspended on 
October 30. Ten witnesses had been cited for contempt for 
refusing to testify as to their political opinions and affilia- 
tions. Humphrey Bogart, one of those cited, was reported 
in a New York Herald-Tribune interview of November 23 
as disclaiming sympathy with the Communists and stating 
that the existence of a few Communists in Hollywood is 
so patent and well-known that it was hardly necessary to 
spend $4,000,000 to discover them. 

Mr. Eric Johnson, a former president of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, now president of the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers Association of America, charged the Com- 
mittee with unfair procedure. Alluding to the fact that 
Senator Robert Taft was recently called a Communist—a 
charge made by Herbert J. Nelson of the National Asso- 
ciation of Real Estate Boards in attacking the housing bill 
sponsored by Mr. Taft—Mr. Johnson remarked that while 
the Senator is not hurt by such a charge, “most of us are 
little people . . . When just one man is falsely damned as 
a Communist ina hour like this . . . no one of us is safe.” 


WASHINGTON ROUND-UP....00.0o0..00...... from P. 2 
is “reasonable” in the way of inflation controls. The forces 
which defeated OPA will be on the Hill during the Con- 
gressional battle and it is likely that President Truman will 
be able to obtain no more than a partial victory in his fight 
against inflation. 


§ The President wants ERP to be administered by the State 
Department, but the Republican majority in Congress wants 
an independent government corporation to handle it. The 
Republicans will probably be adamant in their demand and 
it is likely that they will be supported by independent groups 
which do not desire to see the Administration reap political 
benefits from the expenditure of relief funds. Congressmen 
returning from Europe are “sour” on the Administration’s 
handling of relief and are not in a mood to compromise. 


§ The attitude of many church groups on the relief program 
seems to be (1) back ERP but insist that relief be on’a 
humanitarian rather than a political basis; (2) support the 
American Overseas Aid Campaign for $50 million for vol- 
untary relief agencies, such as Church World Service, Inc., 
and the American Friends Service Committee. This cam- 
paign will begin in January and will be similar to the War 
Relief Fund of previous years. 


§ The 1947 budget of United Nations is $25 million, equal 
to the current daily expenditures of the U.S. military budget. 
... Marriner Eccles, chairman of the board of the Federal 
Reserve system, said on September 25, 1947, “In the two 
fiscal years from July 1945 to June 1947 we have budgeted 
expenditures of more than $25 billion for the maintenance 
of national defense. We have provided altogether since 
the end of the war foreign grants and credits of approxi- 
mately $16.5 billion, which is only two-thirds of our mili- 
tary budget for the first two post-war fiscal years. Surely 
this is a small amount to make available for helping win 
the peace when compared with our vast expenditures of 
$350 billion used to win the war.” 
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RELIGIOUS EDITOR’S REPORT 

ON YUGOSLAVIA. ...........0.::: te from P. 1 
self at first refused, and later, granted the interview. His 
cell was a room approximately twelve feet square, equipped 
with a bed, table, bookcase, typewriter, chair, and other 
necessities. His private chapel adjoins his cell and he is 
permitted to celebrate Mass every day. The “hard labor” 
in which he was engaged was that of making translations 
into the Yugoslav language. He showed no evidences of 
starvation or brutal treatment. In response to questions he 
stated that his food was good and that he had no complaint 
to make of the treatment he received. 

THE STEPINAC INDICTMENT 

Though Roman Catholics loudly cry that he is a martyr, 
the indictment of Stepinac by the prosecutor of the People’s 
Republic of Croatia, dated September 23, 1946, charges him 
with plotting with Ante Pavelic, the Yugoslav quisling, the 
invasion of 1941, when Belgrade was subjected to terrific 
bombing by German planes; with serving as “apostolic 
curate” to the Pavelic army (Hitler’s puppet forces) ; with 
using his archepiscopal office and the publications under his 
control to support the Pavelic regime; with ordering his 
clergy to give to it their support, and with giving approval 
to the so-called ‘forced conversions” of Orthodox Serbs 
to the Catholic faith, which for refusal to accept, thousands 
were massacred. Finally, the prosecutor charges that 
Stepinac’s palace was the hiding place for the records of 
the Pavelic regime when in 1945 it became apparent that 
the end was near. Those who now charge that Stepinac 
is being persecuted, should first do what Stepinac himself. 
declined to do—submit evidence to disprove the charges. 
The indictment charges him with treason, with giving his 
personal and official support to a foreign invasion of his 
country and with supporting the puppet government set up 
by the invader. There is no nation in the world which under 
similar circumstances would deal more leniently with a 
citizen accused of such high crimes, and few in which the 
penalty would not have been much heavier. : 

ABUSE IS NOT EVIDENCE ‘ 

Roman Catholic circles in the United States have sought — 
by every possible means to discredit the Protestant delega- 
tion. Before they left this country they were charged with 
being Communist dupes, with making the trip to give Tito 
and his government a clean bill of health. On their return 
they were subjected to bitter abuse in the Roman Catholic 
press and in some of the secular journals, especially those 
in the Boston area, where Bishop Cushing outdid all others 
in villification. Some members of the group have received 
abusive letters. When Dr. Buckner gave an interview to 
the Indianapolis Times, that newspaper a few days later 
received a special article written by a Boston newspaper- 
man charging him with being a Communist dupe and at-— 
tempting to refute what he had said. The article was 
published, though the editors of the paper say they did not 
request it. A few days later Stepinac’s secretary, now in 
the U.S., was brought to Indianapolis for a lecture in which 
he again declared Stepinac innocent. 

It is significant that one of the instruments used by 
Stepinac to achieve his collaboration was Catholic Action. 
Does that mean that Catholic Action in other countries may 
be similarly used by prelates who may elect to lend their 
support to reactionary movements? 

No one will wish to stir up religious bigotry or to widen 
the breach between Protestants and Catholics. But that 
responsibility is two-fold. Each must be able to believe in 
the loyalty and patriotism of the other. And those who 


support treason must be prepared t 
treason. Prep © pay the penalty of 


